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The American Church Congress 
and Creeds. 

TbiB body completed its ses- 
sion without accomplishing auy 
definite results. There seemed 
to be a disposition to disregard 
all sectarian spirit and establish 
union on the common ground of 
broad Christianity ; but the diffi- 
culty of dispensing with the va- 
rious creeds, which keep the 
cbnrches apart and presents 
them from uniting on the only 
common basU ot union, was not 


surd. Just as soon as all Chris- 
tians will consent to look for- 
ward to the living Christ and 
the Book of books for their lead- 
er and their creed, instead of 
looking back to dead men's 
opinions about Christ and his 
word, we can hope for anion, 
and not before. If there can be 
no union formed on the on* 
Christ and the one infallible 
word, it cannot be accomplished 
at all. The idea of forming a 
union on the many opinions 
(creeds) ot many infallible men, 
is absurdly impracticable, and 
we wonder that intelligent hu- 
man beings should entertain 
such an idea, and advocate it be- 
fore an intelligent audience. 
When the different denomina- 
tions can quit quareling about 
creeds, a congress ot churches 
uniting in general church work 
for the improvement ot mankind, 
will result in the expansion ot 
usefulness among Christian 
workers. 


Bouts not 


What 


Immortal 1 

Then! 

We think it is about time for 

our correspondents to tell us 

what they are driving at when 

ii vi uuiuu, t.~ —. they are arguing against the im- 

disposed of or even attempted.! mortality o I the eoul. Do they 

A proposition to establish a nni- claim that the body is immortal? 


ty of creeds would fail ae utterly 
impracticable, and the only 
thing that possibly coold be done 
to effect a union, would be to 
throw away the creeds and unite 
on the Bible alone. 

We art aware that this asser- 
tion, embracing as it does, an en- 
tire ignoring of any thing iu the 
semblance of a creed, is open to 
criticism. It may truthfully be 
asserted that a creed is nothing 
more or Isbi than ati expressed 
interpretation ot the meaning of 
the Bible, or certain portions of 
it, and i.s it is impossible for all 
to be reconciled to the same in 
terpretatiou, union is not any 
nearer to accomplishment when 
the written creeds are thrown 
away than before, a? creeds or 
opinions will exist all the same 
whether they are written o r not. 
Yet, it is true, also, that creeds 
are no help to, a union, further 
than among members of the 
same communion or denomina- 
tion, and not always with them, 
and are a positive hiuderance to 
a general union among all de- 
nominations. The only real ac- 
complishment ot a creed is to 
bind the opiuions of men in one 
generation upon the generations 
succeeding, and hinder free in- 
quiry and unbiased investigation 
concerning the teachings of the 
word of God. 

Most . of the differences ot 
opinion expressed by the differ- 
ent creeds, is about things not 
contained or definitely declared 
in God's word, aud is therefore 
not essential to salvation, but a 
great barrier to the union ot 
Christians which would at once 
be removed if all written creeds 
could be cait into the vortex of 
obliviou. An attempt to harmo- 
nize the creeds would be an at- 
temp to harmonize the opinions 
of hundrede ol men who lived 
centuries ago. This cannot be 
done, these men are aead and 
gone ; tbey held these different 
opinions while they lived, and 
all attempts to change them or 
harmonize them now, would be 
consummate folly. An attempt 
to harmonize the divisions of 
Christianity upon the creeds of 
hundreds of dead men, of past 
centuries, would be equally ab 


Or is it the spirit I Or do tbey 
claim that there is no immortal 
principle in man. This latter is 
iu fact, the only question that 
interests us. It may be to argue 
that the soul is not immortal, is 
only a play upon words. It is 
quite likely that we do not know 
what the soul is, metaphysically 
speaking, and it. is equally prob- 
able that our correspondents who 
have written upou this subject, 
know equally as little about it, 
and the discussion of that phase 
of the subject, might as well be 
classed among the dry-bones of 
theology and relegated to its 
proper sphere. 

Most of our readers have been 
accustomed to associating the 
immortality of the soul upon a 
plane of equality with faith in 
God and the inspiration ot the 
Bible,and any expression of doubt 
on this subject sounds to them like 
infidelity. If the writers upon 
this subject have any theory by 
which they can redeem them- 
selves before our readers as not be- 
ing advocates of doctrine destruc- 
tive to Christianity they should 
disclose it, and if they have no 
such theory it is just as important 
to us and our readers that the y 
make that fact known also. 


Its 


The Church at Homer and 
Love Feast. 

The Brethren church in Ho- 
mer is located in Homer town- 
ship, Medina Co., Ohio. Medina 
Co., is located on the Western 
Reserve, or, in that portion of 
the State of Ohio, ceded to the 
State of Connecticut by the gen- 
eral government on account of 
services rendered during the 
Revolutionary war. Owing to 
the efforts made by this State, 
this part of Ohio was colonized 
by settlements from the New 
England States, and its citizens 
belong to the class knowu as 
"Yankees," but are possessed ot 
certain characteristics not ap- 
plicable to all who were desigua- 
ted by that appellation by the 
Southern soldiery during the 
late war, when all North ot the 
Union lines were called Yankees. 

The Yankees proper have cer- 
tain habits and tastes, and pecu- 
liarities of language, by which 


tbey are readily distinguished 
trom the Pennsylvania German 
and settlers of the Southern and 
Middle States. 

We mention these facts because 
of the existence of a well-settled 
conviction among the advocates 
of the Orthodox Dunkard creed 
that Yankees are not susceptible 
to conversion|to the peculiar re- 
ligion, and the attempts that 
have been made to introduce the 
doctrine of clothes religion 
among the Yankee* never 
proved very successful. 

A colony of Dunkarda, some 
years ago, organized a church 
in Medina Co., which, however, 
never prospered to any great ex- 
tent — in fact, its few- and -far- be- 
tween accessions were not gen- 
erally from the Yankee popula- 
tion, but from the stranger who 
dwelt in the land, aud who 
could not trace hie lineage back 
to the Mayflower, or the Puri- 
tans. The church, however, 
maintained a nominal existence 
amid the conflict of creed and 
Gospel, until the crisis ot the ir- 
repressible conflict arrived which 
left the old church, at this place, 
in three divisions. 

For a while, the opposing 
(actions were materially injured, 
and neither made any progress. 
A providential oversight on the 
part of the German Baptists, in- 
fluenced them to appropriate 
only one meeting house and two 
fifths ot another to their own 
use, and caused them, inadver- 
tently to give the Brethren the 
three-tilths interest of the Homer 
meeting house. 

Here brother Jacobs located 
and began to preach the Gospel 
tree from creed ; and the result 
of this preaching has been a 
great revival, during which it 
was demonstrated that Yankees 
were included in the plan of sal- 
vation as laid down in the Gospel 
of Christ, although they had 
been excluded by man-made tra- 
ditions. 

It was to this church that we 
wendsd our way last Saturday a 
week ago to participate in a 
love feast occasion. 

We found an intelligent, lov- 
ing, zealous church. A love- 
feast is not a difficult matter 
where there is plenty of charity 
to feast upon, and this was the 
case here. The tables were filled 
at an early hour, and the exer- 
ciser were not prolonged by 
much preaching upon subjects 
that should have been, and in 
this case bad been preached to 
the members before the least. 
The members were fully con- 
vinced of the sacred obligations 
connected with the ordinances, 
and they were prepared to en- 
gage in them, with' true humility 
and devotion. There was no 
attempt on the part of the mem- 
bers, or any of the ministers pres- 
ent, at any unsavory speech, 
indicating a pbarisaical pride 
that they were holier than oth- 
ers who neglected these ordi- 
nances; and the spectators were 
seemingly impressed with the 
sanctity of the occasion, and 
manifested the most profound 
respect, which betokened con- 
viction of the importance of the 
sacred ordinances. 

The church in Homer, is a 
bright and shining' light, reflect- 
ing the light of God's dsar Son, 
and its radiance is felt in all the 
surrounding community. 

Their Sunday school and 

, prayer meetings, include as 

{ workers and active participants, 

all the members both old and 


young, and outside of these reg- 
ular religious services, the sisters 
are manifesting commendable 
zeal in die good Cause, by hav- 
ing an organized. Benevolent 
Society, which meets every three 
weeks, and with industrious 
bands, and well-directed plans, 
contributes to the advancement 
of the Cause. 

This is a feature of church work 
that is worthy of imitation ; and 
we would call the attention of 
the sisters of the church every- 
where, to this work. 

We believe that tbe Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws of the Soci- 
ety, and the plan and object of 
its members should be furnished 
us for publication, as a model 

for others who would like to 
imitate their example. We sug- 
gest to the sisters of the church 
in Homer, the propriety of com- 
plying with the above sugges- 
tion. 

We were exceedingly well 
pleased with our visit to the 
church in Homer, and the kind- 
ness, love, and hospitality of 
our acquaintances, both new and 
old, will long be remembered. 
Yodbe. 


tain such a desire. The truth is 
the only thing that is humiliat- 
ing about the German Baptist 
Conference work. 

Such talk as the Messenger 
indulges in, only inclines the im- 
partial reader to the belief that 
the faultfinding was induced by 
a too truthful representation of 
facts, and not by any misrepre- 
sentation, But if the Messenger 
will tell us in what these alleged 
misrepresentations consisted, we 
will give our columns 'freely to 
assist in the correction. If there 
was treason committed, let the 
traitor be named, and his crime 
exposed in a respectable Chris- 
tian-like manner, tor even trea- 
son is no apology tor assassina- 
tion. 


Does the Gospel Messenger fa- 
vor Capital Punishment 1 

Our esteemed contemporary, 
the organ of tbe German Bap- 
tist church, has bad its usually 
placid disposition somewhat raf- 
fled by reading the reports in 
the daily papers, concerning the 
late German Baptist Confer- 
ence, at Mexico, Pa. 

Tbe Western editor had some 
complaints to offsr upon this 
subject, and now the Eastern 
editor gets off some theological 
lore, aimed at somebody, which 
sounds very much as if H. B. B. 
had renounced his non-resistant 
principles, and was in favor of 
hanging some reporter. This is 
what he says : "As has been aaid 
by brother Miller, our Confer- 
ence has been misrepreeeued by 
the Press to an unusual extent; 
but as we happen to know the 
the source from which some of it 
came, we give the credit where 
it belongs. If Judas did hang 
himself, some of his family are 
Btill living, and plying their obi 
trade." 

Now we would kindly suggest 
1o our esteemed contemporary 
that instead of indulging in this 
kind of talk, which is difficult of 
interpretation, he tell us plainly 
iu what these misrepresentations 
consisted, and also tell m what 
he says he "happens to know," 
who this descendant of Judas is, 
that did something similar to 
his predecessor with the excep- 
tion of banging himself. 

Tbe Messenger's arraignment 
of the supposed recreant, is en- 
tirely too mild, as well as indefi- 
nite. 

Tbe ancient Judas never 
would have hanged himself with- 
out conviction of guilt, and such 
indefinite insinuations as ths 
Eastern editor indulges in, will 
never influence any one to dis- 
pose of himself by hanging, 
however, much of a descendant 
of Judas he may be, in the mind 
of our esteemed contemporary. 
If the Messenger will tell us 
what he thinks he knows, we 
will give him our friendly as- 
sistance in correcting any mis- 
representations that have been 
made. We don't like to sse 
our German Baptist brethren 
misrepresented ; no one that 
knows the truth about their 
Conference work would enter- 


We publish in another column 
an article sent us by Elder Rule. . 
We entertained about the same 
opinion thatBro. MaFaden ex- 
pressed of it in his reply, but as it 
was evidently intended as a reply 
to a former article written by Bro. 
McFaden , we thought we would 
not throw it into the waste 
basket without first sending it 
to him for reply if he saw fit. 
We now publish the article 
with Bro. MeFadens illustration 
appended. It is a sample of ar- 
ticles we occasionally receive 
which, if we place them where 
they belong we will be sure to 
hearit said that we do not man- 
tain a fiee rostrum. 


A subscriber wants to know 
what we think of a young wo- 
man proteasing Godliness, 
spending her time in playing 
Eucher. 

We think it would -be more 
in accord with her profession to 
spend it in something useful, 
and which would redound to the 
bnnor and glory of God. Idle- 
ness — waste of time, is sin. 
We are commanded to be dilli- 
gent — redeeming the time : 
Engaging in games ot chance is 
worse tban idleness, it is dissipa- 
tion, disqualifying the person 
who becomes fascinated with it 
tor the active and useful employ- 
ments of life. 


Wanted — A mau to aot as 
janitor of Ashland College. His 
duties will be to sweep and care 
for the rooms, build fires, ring 
tbe bell, and oare for the walks 
and shrubbery etc. A married 
man could be accomodated with 
rooms in the College building, 
but small children or a large 
family would be objectionable. 
Tbe man must be sober, indus- 
trious, and posessed of reasona- 
ble firmness of disposition. 

Propositions accompanied by 
recommendations, can be sent to 
E. L. Yoder, Ashland Ohio, who | 
will answer all questions relating 
to the position wages Ac 

Tbe Supreme Court decided 
last fall, that tbe Scott liquor law 
was unconstitutional, and now it 
has decided. that the taxes paid 
under the unconstitutional law, 
must not be refunded. This 
reminds as of a certain Church 
which decided that it was wrong 
to baptize iu a pool, and after- 
wards decided that pool baptisms 
were valid 

An Exchange says : "It is said 
of Sam Jones that at one place 
where he had been holding re- 
vival services for some weeks a\ 
purse of $1,500, was put into his 
hands. He took out $200, and 
handed the remaining $1,800 to 
the committee with the request 
thatitbeueed to help the f am* 
ilies of salooniets who had been 
converted, and were thus thrown 
out of business. We learned 
this from an entirely reliable 
gentleman of Chatanooga, who 
said he believed it to be a fact 
If the statement is true it is not 
strange that such a gentleman 
has power over his fellows." 


